


 Primary Child Care 

 “Secondary” child care  

 Child “in your care”  

 Responsibility / monitoring of child(ren) 

 ≠ simultaneous child care activity 

 Time with Children 

 Any activity with household & nonhousehold 

children  
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 Physical care 

Developmental care 

Managerial care  



Household and non-household children 

ages 0-17 

 Relationship to child not specified 

 https://www.atusdata.org/atus-

action/variables/group?id=constr_child 

 https://www.atusdata.org/atus-

action/variables/ACTIVITY#codes_section 
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 Physical 
 030101 + 030109 + 030199 + 

030301 + 030302 + 030303 + 
030399 + 180381 + 180382 + 
180304 

 Developmental 
 030102 + 030103 + 030104 + 

030105 + 030106 + 030107 + 
030201 + 030203  

 Managerial 
 030108 + 030110 + 030111 + 

030112 + 030202 + 030204 + 
030299 + 080101 + 080102 + 
080199 + 160107  + 180303 + 
180801 

 

 

 https://www.atusdata.org/at
us-
action/variables/ACTIVITY#c
odes_section 
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Data collected after main diary  

 “at which times or during which activities was a 

child in your care?” 

 Children ages 0-12 

 Secondary child care not collected if 

 children are asleep 

 respondent is asleep 

 primary activity is child care  



Summary and Activity-level measures 

Types of secondary child care, 2003 

 Household and own, non-household children 

 Non-household, non-own children 

Types of secondary child care, 2004-2014 

 Own household children 

 Own non-household children 

 Non-own household children 

 Non-own, non-household children 
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Use “who with” variables to create 

 How much time is spent in “solo” and “shared” 

child care 

 How much time is spent with children in all 

activities 

With whom data is not collected if primary 

activity is 

 Sleep 

 Personal care 

 





https://www.atus

data.org/atus-

action/time_use_v

ariables/select_te

mplate 
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 Can’t produce data on care for specific 

children 

 Can’t determine quality of time  

 Affect data for selected activities only  

One-day snapshot  

 May not reflect long-term child related time 

 Difficult to model causality  




